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Sculpture Adorns
the Urban Terram

By HOBF RTA SMLTH

Sare Delane Rvosevelt Park

The latest addition to the long-
derelict, recently refurbished Sara
BPetano Roesevelt Patk on the lLower
East Side is Janet Geldner’s ‘“Mest
ef Us Are knmigranss,”’ which coa-
sists ef frve Sweel vessels, each six
feet tall. The dark surfaces of these
metaphericabielting pots are slight-
ty fractured, implying dislocation;
they™ve also been blow-torched with
briet, awkwardly lettered texts that
quote immigramds spanning two cen-
maries.

The sources for these inciude am
1840 lexter writtea by an irish wom.
an. named ry McCarthy; a 1773
poem by Phyllis Wheatley, the frrst
black female poet to be publistred in
America, and reminiscences and im-
pressmrs [Frown a Holocaust survivot,
2 Cltirese doctor and people born ih
Polaird, Russia and Lithuania. A few
of thestexts.present simple facts. Qne
ammeurees, that 27,53) Arnerican In-
dians currently live in New York
€ity, eontinuing & presence that has
lasted 11,500 years and suggesting
st ihey ey ve tie ly residops
whe aren’t immigrards.

As with the Kabakov, this piece
combines language and objects to
make Conceptually based public art
that takes-the whole city as its site.
Hs piousness is just about batanced
By its aptty ehosen texts and its
engaging use of materials.




= The Washington Post

Style

Taurspay, May 15. 2003

By fessica Darwson

® The West African mation of
Mali, straddling a cultural
border between the Arab-Narth
and the black Sauth, has long
been a cultural melting pot.
Deborah McLeod, direetor of
exhibitionsfor the McLean
Project for the Arts, examines
the country’s recent visual art
collaborations by assembling 12
artists (two are coliectives) who
are themselves Nlalian or
inspired by its culture.
American Janet Goldmes
combines influences in her
irsposing installation, burnimng
English werds and organic
patterns borrowed frorn Malian
textiles into her door-shaped

 MCLEAN PROJECT FOR THE ARTS

Janet Gottiner's “Tagema” is rspitediy the textiles of Maki.

A Tasty Malian Stew

sieel plates. Matien AHousseiny
Kelly’s paintings show the
influence of Western styles. But
*he mest interesting works cn
view are those faithful to the
eountry’s traditional art torras:
A wali of bogolan, or mud clsth,
paintings baasts marvelously
detuiled patterns made from
cluy-stained cloth. {'ve never
een so many shades of brown.

“Al anquage of Pattern/Mal: as 2
Meadium” at Melcan Project 1o
the Arte, 1234 nglecide Ave.,
Mrelzan, Tuesday-Friday 10
a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday 1-5 p.m.,
705-790-1953, te May 24
(gatbary closed May 17).
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